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REMARKS 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 10-13, 15, 17,21,23, and 28-36 were pending prior to entry of this amendment. 
Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 10-13, 15, 17, 21, 23, and 28-36 stand rejected. 

Claims 1, 5, 6, 12, 28, 30, 31, 33, 35 and 36 are canceled herein without prejudice or disclaimer 
of Applicants' right to pursue the canceled subject matter in this or a related application. 

Claims 2, 3, 9, 10, 1 1, 13 and 23 are amended herein. No new matter is introduced. Support for 
the amendments to the claims is found throughout the application as originally filed, and in 
particular in the specification on page 4, Table 1; page 5, lines 5-7; and page 14, lines 3-5. 

Claim Rejections 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 10-13, 15, 17, 21, 23 and 28-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
over Varani et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,919,072) in view of Gorbach (U.S. Patent No. 6,060,070) 
and Ribier et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,629,015). Specifically, the Examiner contends that "Varani 
teaches a method of producing collagen in aging human skin by topically applying on a regular 
basis a matrix metalloproteinase (MMP) expression inhibitor and a retinoid to prevent bruising, 
tearing, and ulceration of elderly skin." The Examiner acknowledges that Varani fails to teach 
"specific amounts of genistein " However, the Examiner seeks to rectify this deficiency by 
citing Gorbach, which allegedly "teaches a method of preventing one or more symptoms of 
aging skin, said method comprising topically administering to the skin of said person one or 
more isoflavonoids (e.g., genistein and equol) in concentration of 1-40 mg/g of base (0.01-0.4 % 
by weight)." The Examiner acknowledges that Varani also "fails to teach adding glycolic acid or 
lactic acid" and further cites Ribier as allegedly teaching "peptide extracts from soy is surface- 
restructuring agent, while alpha hydroxy acids such as lactic acid and glycolic acid are 
keratolytic agents " Further, the Examiner concludes that "[s]ince both soy extract and alpha 
hydroxy acids are suitable as deep-down action agents and surface-level active agents, 
combining the two in a same composition would have been obvious to a skilled artisan." 
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Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner's contention that one skilled in the art 
would have been motivated to include alpha hydroxy acids, as taught by Ribier, in the 
compositions of Varani is misplaced. The Examiner evidently finds motivation to do so in the 
fact that genistein, like the peptides of Ribier, can be extracted from soy. However, it is not seen 
that this would have provided any motivation whatsoever because genistein, an isoflavone, is 
chemically and functionally unrelated to Ribier's protein extracts. The mere fact that genistein 
and protein each may be isolated from soy cannot reasonably be said to provide motivation to 
include alpha hydroxy acids in Varani's compositions. Moreover, the Examiner states that the 
alpha hydroxy acids of Ribier are keratolytic agents, but offers no evidence that one skilled in the 
art would have been motivated to apply keratolytic agents to the skin in order to prevent or treat 
bruising. For at least these reasons, Applicants respectfully submit that the cited art, whether 
taken alone or in combination, does not teach or suggest the instant method "for reducing the 
severity or duration of bruising." 

Nevertheless, independent claim 13 is amended herein to delete genistein from the list of 
isoflavones. Claim 13 now recites "one or more isoflavones selected from daidzein, glycitein, 
and equol." Varani does not teach or suggest the use of daidzein, glycitein, or equol "for 
reducing the severity or duration of bruising." Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that 
Varani no longer has any relevance to the amended claims. 

The other references cited by the Examiner do not rectify the deficiencies of Varani. 
Neither Gorbach nor Ribier teach or suggest the use of "one or more isoflavones selected from 
daidzein, glycitein, and equol" for "reducing the severity or duration of bruising" as recited in 
claim 13. Moreover, independent claim 13 is also amended to specify application to "the skin of 
the arms, legs or hips" which is also not suggested by the cited references. Absent an 
understanding that these particular isoflavones are effective against bruising there would have 
been no motivation to apply them to the skin of the arms, legs or hips. 

In sum, the combination of Varani, Gorbach, and Ribier fail to teach or suggest the 
instantly claimed method of independent claim 13. Having distinguished the independent claim 
over the art of record, Applicants submit that the claims dependent therefrom are patentable for 
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at least the same reasons. However, Applicants reserve the right to separately address the 
patentability of those claims in the future, should that become necessary. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully submit that the instant application is in condition for allowance. 
Entry of the amendments and an action passing this case to issue is therefore respectfully 
requested. In the event that a telephone conference would facilitate examination of this 
application in any way, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the number 
provided. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: July K 2008 By: /Charles J. Zeller/ 

Charles J. Zeller 
Registration No. 28,682 

Correspondence Address : 

Avon Products, Inc. 
Avon Place 

SufFern, New York 10901 
(845)369-2113 Telephone 
(845) 369-2900 Fax 
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